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CHARLES J. LOVE, DSC

POST 406
NEWSLETTER

DATES TO REMEMBER

Apr. 2 Last Fish Fry
Apr. 4 Easter Sunday, Post Closed
Apr. 6 Legion Meeting Ð Election of

Officers
Apr. 14 SAL Meeting
Apr. 14 National CommanderHillÕsvisit Ð

Liverpool, NY
Apr. 19 Auxiliary Meeting
Apr. 19 CountyMeetingÐWicks-StaleyPost

in Clayville
Apr. 24 SAL Casino Night
Apr. 25 Past Commanders/Presidents Dinner
May 2 Lobster Fest
May4 Installation of Legion/Auxiliary

Officers
May 11 Legion Meeting
May 12 SAL Meeting
May 15 Armed Forces Day
May 15 Spring Golf
May 17 Auxiliary Meeting
May 17 County Meeting Ð Fulmer Post in

Waterville
May 22 Cemetery Grave Decoration
May 22 International Goodwill Day Ð

Brockville, ON, Canada
May 31 Memorial Day
Jun 1 Legion Meeting
Jun 9 SAL Meeting
Jun 12 County ConventionÐ ParkhurstPost

in Oriskany
Jun 14 Flag Day
Jun 21 Auxiliary Meeting
Jul 4 Independence Day
Jul 6 Legion Meeting

COMMANDERÕS MESSAGE

The calendarsaysÒSpringis here!ÓLetÕshopegood
weathercomeswith it. What we had of a winter
seemedto raceby. Basedon someof the reportsof
temperaturesin the south this winter, I think our

snowbirdsmay have beenbetter off staying in the
North Country.

First I want to thank those memberswho have
offered to receive their newslettersvia email and
explain that the reason you are receiving this
newsletterby regular mail is that weÕveincluded
some raffle tickets with the newsletter. We are
askingthat you purchaseor sell themto help support
our Legion baseballprogram. We promisethat the
summerissueof the newsletterwill be deliveredvia
email. If you arewilling to receivethenewslettervia
email andhavenÕtalreadysentus your email address
please do so Ð we are at lovepost@frontiernet.net.

Oneof the reasonsthat the winter haspassedquickly
is that weÕve been busy.
¥ During January we presentedscholarships/-

commencementawards to 2009 graduatesof
AdirondackHigh School,JamesDale, Richelle
Mastraccio and Samantha Gilbert.

¥ Februarystartedright with a small contingent
from the post welcomingour AdoptedPlatoon
back home to Ft. Drum.

¥ Membersof our Auxiliary suggestedwe offer
Friday Fish Fries during Lent as a way of
raising funds for our scholarshipand baseball
programs Ð so far itÕs been a great success.

As Springcomesat this sametime everyyearso do
some of our other activities.  Among them are:

¥ Selection of Boys State attendees
¥ Selectionof a nominatingcommitteefor post

officers
¥ Earth Day
¥ The Past Commanders and Presidents Dinner
¥ Election and installation of officers
¥ Selection of the post scholarship recipient
¥ Spring burials
¥ Decoration of veterans graves
¥ Memorial Day Parade

I know that we all havemorethanenoughto occupy
our time but considerhelpingout with someof these
and other post activities. We do our best to help
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Boonville be sucha greatplaceto live andraiseour
childrenandgrandchildren.We canalwaysusemore
participantsand you might makesomenew friends
helping out. Hope to see some new faces at our
spring meetings.

Commander Chris Panik

NOMINATING COMMITTEE AT WORK

It is time to elect new officers of your post. The
nominatingcommitteeconsistsof Clint Capron,Wil
Grenier and Jerry Howard. It is their job to seek
input from the membershipandcomeup with a slate
of officers to be voted on at the April 6, 2010
meeting. Keep in mind that officers can be
nominatedfrom the floor at the meeting. LetÕshave
a good turnout for the electionand someeagernew
blood in the officersÕ chairs.

VETERANS AT SUNSET NURSING HOME

Therewereten veteransat SunsetNursingHomejust
beforeChristmas. Jerry Howard was well awareof
thatandwantedto makesurethat theyknewour post
rememberedthemandwantedto wish thema Merry
Christmas.Jerrytook on therole of a SantaÕsHelper.
First hecontactedWalmartandgot a donationto help
defrayour costs. Next on theÒtodoÓlist wasgetting
a list of sizes from Penny Oaster,the Activities
Director at Sunset. His job wasnÕtfinishedyet. He
hadto go SHOPPING!. JerryÕsideawasto give each
veterana fleece cardiganto warm their bodiesand
hearts. The finishing touch was to have each
cardiganembroideredwith the nameand branchof
serviceof theveteranresident. But JerrywasnÕtdone
yet Ðhe wrappedeachgift and includeda card from
the post.

Jerry Howard, Dick LeClar, Wil Grenier and Grant LeQuay
watching as SunsetNursing Home veteran residents,Frank
KrzewinskiandPaulDoseropentheir Christmasfleececardigans
as gifts from Love Post.

Jerry wasnÕtlooking for any thanksbut he and the
group that helped him deliver the gifts were well
rewardedby the smilesandappreciationof thosewe
wantedto thank for their service. SantaÕsHelper in
the guiseof Jerry Howard did a wonderful job once
again.

If you would like to work with Jerry to visit our
veteransthroughoutthe year pleasecontacthim at
348-6277.

______________________________
ADOPT-A-PLATOON UPDATE

The skieswereovercastwhenthe planefirst touched
down at Wheeler Sack airfield on the morning of
February3rd. By the time their families andfriends
were there to greet them, the skieshad clearedand
the sunshoneon the 40 membersof the 3rd Platoon
563rdMilitary PoliceCompanyof the10thMountain
Division. Theyandtherestof their companyhadjust
returned from a yearlong deployment to Iraq
successfullytraining Iraqi police to take over the
securityof their country. Thereweretragic moments
while they were in Iraq. Justtwo short monthsinto
the deploymentoneof their own, Sgt Raul Moncada,
waskilled by a roadsidebomb. Threeothermembers
of the platoon were woundedin the sameattack.
Two of thosewounded,Victoria MontenegroandJoe
Tolentino, were at Ft. Drum to welcome their
comrades home.

Ten monthslater it wasan especiallyhappymoment
for the family of Tyler Crouch,a life-long residentof
Constablevilleanda memberof both the platoonand
BoonvilleÕsown CharlesJ. Love, DSC, American
Legion Post 406. Once the ceremonieswere
complete,Crouchwasimmediatelysurroundedby his
loving family.
The 3rd platoon had beenÒadoptedÓby Love Post
before their deployment a year ago. Several
membersof thepostmadethetrip to Ft. Drum for the
Welcome Home ceremony.

Post Commander,Christine Panik, welcomed the
membersof the platoonhome,thankedthemfor their
service and presentedthem with challengecoins
emblazonedwith theAmericanLegionemblemon its
face. The reversesideof the coin expressedwhat all
post memberswantedto say to the returningtroops:
ÒIn Appreciation Of Your Military Service And
SacrificeÉTHANK YOU...From Your Fellow
VeteransAt The AmericanLegionÓ. Panik invited
the platoon membersto visit the Boonville post
wheneverthey chooseandall membershopeto soon
see many of the returned troops.
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It wasa long awaitedday. TanjaCrouch(right) anddaughters,
MaryAnn (left) and Katelynn (in TylerÕsarms) were finally
reunitedwith husbandanddad,Tyler, at 1:30on theafternoonof
February3rd. It wasalmosta yearsincetheybadeTyler farewell
on February 7th 2009.

Beamingfamily memberssurroundSSgtTyler Crouchuponhis
returnfrom a year-longdeploymentto Iraq. Fromthetop left are
his uncleandaunt,JackandJaneRockwell; TylerÕsmom,Mary;
and his uncle,JohnConstable(brotherof Mary and Jane). On
TylerÕsleft is his wife, Tanja. Rick Crouch,TylerÕsdad and a
memberof Love Post,is working in Californiaandwasunableto
be at the welcome home ceremonies.

Tyler Crouch (center)of Constablevilleand a memberof the
returning3rd platoon,is welcomedhomeby fellow veteransand
Love Post members, Dick LeClar (left) and Jerry Howard (right).

Legion Auxiliary and SAL (Sons of the American Legion)
memberswere very active in sendingpackagesand cards to
platoonmembersto ensurethey knew that the folks backhome
appreciatedtheir sacrifice and were thinking of them. Donna
Merriam (left) andSally Devins (right), Auxiliary membersand
Mark Devins (center),SAL sent birthday cardsand packages
with reminders of home to platoon members throughout the year.

If youÕdlike more information on the Adopt-a-
Platoon program, please contact me:
Ish Morales
937 286-1188
ismael.morales@yahoo.com

______________________________
SCHOLARSHIP AND COMMENCEMENT
AWARDS
Onceagainyour duesandsupportof thepostmadeit
possible to help three scholarsin their pursuit of
higher education and fulfillment of their dreams.

JamesDale receivedhis American Legion scholarshipfrom
CommanderChristine Panik, after successfullycompletinghis
first semesterat the StateUniversity of New York at Oswego.
His first semestercoursesincludedTechnicalDrawing, Woods,
Philosophy,Chemistry and English Composition. Dale has
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enrolledfor the Spring semesterand plansto completehis four
year degreemajoring in TechnicalEducation. His goal is to
sharehis love andknowledgeof working with his handsto others
as an Industrial Arts teacher. Jamesis the son of Rick and
Michelle Daleof WestLeyden. Michelle is a memberof thepost
auxiliary and Rick is an SAL member. Jamesis also the
grandsonof Jim Mathis andGeneDale both deceasedmembers
of our post.

Richelle Mastraccioreceivedher CommencementAward after
successfullycompletingher first semesterat Mohawk Valley
CommunityCollege. Mastraccioearneda 3.26 (on a 4.0 scale)
GPA while taking coursesin Biology, Mathematics,Psychology
andEnglish. Shehasenrolledat MVCC for the Springsemester
and plans to transfer to St. ElizabethÕsnext fall to begin her
studies toward a degreein Nursing. On behalf of the post
membershipthecheckfor theawardwaspresentedto Mastraccio
by Commander Christine Panik.

SamanthaGilbert received her CommencementAward after
successfullycompletingher first semesterat StateUniversity of
New York at Oswego. Gilbert earneda 3.81 (on a 4.0 scale)
GPA while takingcoursesin Psychology,Sociology,Computing,
Playwriting and American Intellectual Heritage. She will
continueherstudiesat Oswegofor theSpringsemesterandplans
to earnher Bachelorof Arts degreemajoring in Psychologyand
English. The checkfor the awardwaspresentedon behalfof all
post members to Gilbert by CommanderChristine Panik.
Samanthais the granddaughterof our very own star bartender,
Wayne Kent.

OUR FIRST FISH FRY

Our first fish fry beganon the first Friday of Lent Ð
February19th and was a hugesuccessÐ we sold out
all 80 fish filets (we thoughtwe might only sell 50).
The following Friday,newsof the culinary delight at
the postmusthavegottenout Ðwe ordered100 filets
and were sold out before we ran out of customers.
The third week we sold another 120.

Sally Devins, Auxiliary1st Vice President, had
suggestedthat we fill the void left when VFW Post
5538 decidedto not do fish fries this year. Bob
Scheehl,PostAdjutant, always looking for ways to
raisesomefunds,pickedright up on the idea. Sally
and Donna Merriam volunteeredto head up the
cookingbrigadeandlots of otherfolks steppedup to
be there to help. The fish fries will continue
throughoutLent endingon Good Friday, April
2nd.

SharonBakerandWillis Croneiserwereon handto help out in
the kitchen Ð preparing condimentsand ready to fry those
potatoes.

DonnaMerriam relaxesbefore frying over 80 fish filets while
Sally Devins preparesto set up both Òfor hereÓand ÒtogoÓ
dinners.

Amongour first customerswerepostmembers,GladysandJerry
Howard and Ralph and Cece DÕAvolio.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
FROM LEGION COUNTY MEETINGS

¥ Boys State will be take place from June 27 Ð
July 2.  The cost to send each is $275.

¥ Department of NY Convention 2010 will be in
Syracuse; 2012 convention will be at Turning
Stone

¥ Legion National CommanderÕs visit Ð April 14,
2010 Ð Holiday Inn in Liverpool Ð Italian buffet
@ $30 each

¥ 59th American-Canadian International
Goodwill Day Ð May 22, 2010 Ð Brockville,
ON, Canada

¥ Veterans Workshop re VA benefits Ð April 6 Ð
New Hartford Ð 10 am Ð Noon; must reserve
seats Ð complete information available on the
bulletin board at the post

______________________________

GOT AN EMAIL ADDRESS?

The post enteredthe age of the internet about this
time lastyear. We hadhopesof creatinga websiteso
that memberscan find out whatÕsgoing on when
thereÕsnews that doesnÕtmake the quarterly
newsletter.We still plan to do thatbut in the interim,
if you havean email addressandprovideit to us,we
can let you know of activities going on in between
newslettersand meetings. The postÕsemail address
is: lovepost@frontiernet.net.We canemail you the
newsletteras a pdf document. That would saveus
the postageandyou would get the newsletterabouta
weekbeforethosereceivingit in themail. Whenyou
sendus your email address,let us know if we can
take you off the newsletter mailing list.

______________________________

Our Specials for April thru June:
Monday Ð 75 cent draft beer night
Tuesday - wine 2 for $3.00
Wednesday Ð free mega-snack night
Thursday- $1.50 bottle beer night
Friday Ð Ladies night $1.50 price drinks
Saturday Ð Open Juke Box
Catch it quick as they are subject to change!

Note from the Adjutant

We need to start thinking of some fund raising
activities to supportour Love PostAmericanLegion
baseballteamand to keepour scholarshipprogram
alive. The ball teamhad a really good seasonlast
year, going well into the playoffs. Mr. Mathis and

his coachingstaff will surely have an even better
team this year.

OK, now it is your turn to help keep the activities
going. In your envelopeI am sureyou havefound
someraffle tickets. Now, almostpainlessly,please
either purchasethe tickets and return the stubsand
moneyto the postor if moneyis really tight, just sell
the tickets to a neighborand remind them that not
only is it going to a good causebut the odds of
makinga significantwin area lot betterthanthestate
$5 scratch offs.

Want to be thinking abouta coupleof other events
we like to havein thespringto raisefunds. We could
do the lobster fest in May, say about the 2nd. It all
dependson getting at least40 sign ups at the bar or
calls in to 942-2434.

The next thing we would like to do is our springgolf
outing and all that takes is about 100 hours of
VOLUNTEER labor. Would like to see that
happenabout15 May whenthesnowis goneand
we cancelebrateArmedForcesDay togetheron
thelinks. Again,all you needto do is call to get
on the volunteer list and be active.

Bob Scheehl
Post Adjutant
______________________________

SERVICE OFFICER
Your Post 406 Service Officer is Guy Case
and he can be reached at the following
numbers:
(Cell) 378-7592 Ð Anytime
(W) 330-3419 Ð call 0900 Ð 1600
(H) 942-6254 Ð call after 1800

MEMBERSHIP
Thereare still 21 pastmemberswho havenot paid
their dues. WeÕregettingcloseto 100%of our quota
and need your help to make that happen.As of
January1st you are no longer eligible for legion
functionsor admissionto the lounge. You alsoarein
jeopardy of not maintaining continuous member
status toward the coveted 50 year certificate. If
youÕrenot surewhetheror not youÕvepaid, contact
Bob Scheehl or Don Gerling at 942-2434.
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CHAPLAINÕS CORNER
Sick Call
Please notify Roger Crout at 942-5001 of
membersconfinedto their homeor the hospital
due to illness.

CharlieMahaffy hasrequesteda Leaveof Absencefrom
his ChaplainÕsposition so that he can better deal with
somehealthissues. Rogerhasgraciouslyoffered to take
on the ChaplainÕs duties during CharlieÕs absence.

TAPS
In memory of our memberswho havegoneon
to the Commander of us all.

Donald F. ÒPeteÓ Denslow died June 1, 2009
Carl R. Szot, MD, died February 1, 2010
Dwayne C. Hundley died February 3, 2010

Auxiliary News

The Auxiliary will have it's next meeting on
Monday,April 19, 2010at 6:30pmat theLegion
Post. The Auxiliary, as well as the SAL and
Legion, havebeenworking hard on the Friday
Lenten Fish Fries. The money raisedwill go
towards the Legion Baseball expenses,local
Scholarshipsand sendingour local youths to
Boy's State.The Auxiliary madea donationto
the American Heart Association for our two
walking members, Sue Krist and Maxine
McConnell.Duesfor 2010 are pastdue, if you
havenot paidasyet, pleasesendin. Hopeto see
you at our next meeting. Happy Spring

Could You Color Guard

How about that one-manwork party, Jerry
Howard, one of our youngsterson the color
guard,who spearheadedtheprojectto put warm
sweatshirtson our veteransin Sunset!While old
soldiersfade away it is nice to seethem feel
warm.

Oh yeah, did you see that young fella, Dean
Marcy. rise up from his walker seat this past
summerat the cemeteryandhold the flag in the
color guard? Or maybeyou rememberthatother
youngster,Clint Capron,run out there on the
hillside to do his color guarddutiesat theevents
your legion participates in! I know, you
probablymissedthemwith all theotherpressing
things you haveÒonyour plateÓ. Hey, young
fellas,pleasehangin thereasoneof thesedaysI
hopeyou are there to say farewell to my pine
box.

Remember,we providetheuniform andyou just
provide the filler!

CALLING ALL MOTORCYCLISTS

The purpose of the American Legion Riders is
Òto participate in parades and other ceremonies
that is in keeping with the Aims and Purposes of
the American Legion; to promote motorcycle
safety programs and to provide a social
atmosphere for American Legion members who
share the same interest; and to use our
Association to promote and support programs of
the American Legion.Ó

If you are interestedin startinga Legion Rider
Chapter at our Post the Commander has
informationon how to do so. The information
comes from Lenny Misczuk, the Assistant
Director for the American Legion Riders Post
1575,SacketsHarbor,NY andNew York State
Vice Chairpersonfor District 5 of the American
Legion Riders. He canbe reachedat 315 212-
0957 or Lynrd11@verizon.net.


